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WHY CUT THE CORD - SO YOU CAN 
DISCONNECT FROM YOUR CABLE COMPANY

SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE YOUR MONTHLY 
EXPENSES!  

(AND ALSO WATCH ADDITIONAL CONTENT)



A VERY, VERY COMPLEX INDUSTRY
CONTENT MAKERS

TV Networks   Movie Studios   Independents  Cable Cos.  Streamers …… 

CONTENT BUYERS

TV Networks   Streamers   Cable

DISTRIBUTORS

Cable   Streamers   Smart TV   Roku Stick   Amazon Stick   Youtube TV…..

ENDUSERS

Distributors (Services) offer many different channels so you 
have to take the time to determine which services carry the 

channels you want. A lot of time!



THE BUSINESS FROM YOUR VIEWPOINT

You can access TV shows, movies and websites in 2 ways: 

1. From your cable provider. 

                National and local TV channels. 

                New streaming services. 

2. From the Internet with a smart TV, etc.* (WiFi wireless). 

                Replace national and local TV channels. 

                New streaming services. 

 *  You need a device which has an antenna to connect to the Internet - a smart TV, 
iPad, iPhone, Roku stick, etc.



CORD CUTTING INTRODUCTION
Cable companies for years thrived off having us pay for an all-you-can-watch diet, 
whether we watched all the channels or not. 
They had the exclusive rights to networks, such as ABC, CBS, NBC, CNN, ESPN, etc. 
Not any more! 
More and more users are cutting the cable - terminating cable TV service in favor of 
paid Internet services, saving money.  
You can control your spending - with a small dose of moderation. 
You’ll have better selection of programs and still more to watch than you have time 
for. Netflix and Amazon Prime each have over 20,000 movies and that’s just two 
streaming services. 
You can add and subtract services as you desire. There’s no need to be perfect when 
you first cut the cable. 
The biggest reason to maintain a cable TV subscription is to watch live sporting 
events.



YOUR INITIAL STEPS
1. Determine what your cable costs are.  

2. Negotiate with your cable company to see what alternatives it offers and 
what prices it offers. Probably a waste of time. 

3. Figure out what are the alternatives to cable, i.e., which of the services do 
you need to subscribe to so you can replace cable and still access most 
national and local TV channels. 

4. Determine what streaming services you want to supplement the cable 
replacement service. Figuring out what streaming services you want is 
extremely confusing. You have so many choices. and they keep changing! 

Note - To cut the cord it’s best to use a smart TV, a TV which connects to the 
Internet through your Wi-Fi network. Old TVs can sometime be used if they 
have an HDMI port or you have a converter. You will need to research your 
particulars. nyti.ms/351wdAl. 

https://nyti.ms/351wdAl
https://nyti.ms/351wdAl


MY CONCLUSIONS
I choose YouTube.TV to replace Verizon TV 
I choose the following streaming services: 
         Netflix 
        Amazon Prime Video (part of Amazon Prime)          
        Roku (free, many subchannels) 
        Free Pluto, Crackle, TV Time, Filmrise, and Row8, altho using less and less 
        The Disney+ channel briefly so I could watch Hamilton 
I will probably chose additional channels, mostly free, as time progresses, but I 
am liking ad-supported channels less and less. 
I suggest making lists of movies or TV shows you want to see so you are not in 
a dither when you would like to watch a movie or TV show. 
I used free trial options while I was still on Verizon TV to see if I liked 
YouTube.TV and the streaming services. You should also. 
Note - Free usually means ad interruptions, sometimes less than cable TV.



WHAT WERE MY TV COSTS
I used Verizon for TV, Internet and landline phone and my bill had one number for 
all three. I spent, really wasted, about 4 or 5 or hours talking to Verizon customer 
support representatives and going through the Verizon website. I asked detailed 
questions to understand what the situation was. The Verizon customer support 
people gave me lots of information. However, that was confusing at times 
because some were before taxes and fees and some were not. Also, the 
alternatives they offered required a new two-year contract.   

I think what you need to do is pretty much determine what you want before you 
start the conversation and keep at it until you see what is possible.  

I was on a month-to-month plan, my two-year contract having expired last year. I 
did not want a new two-year contract because I wanted the flexibility to cut the 
cord whenever I wanted to. I also knew I was going to cut the cord, but in all 
probability keep Verizon landline phone service and Internet connection services.



WHAT WERE MY TV COSTS
I eventually determined exactly what the TV cost portion was of my current bill. I 
canceled some services which I didn't need. Verizon did not do anything to prevent 
me from doing that and it was relatively easy to cancel some services, such as tech 
support, DVR storage, and canceling a second set top box since we never used that 
second television. 

In order to cancel services, or at least to cancel TV, you have to talk to customer 
support which is only available from 9 to 5 Monday through Friday. You can't do it 
on the Internet. 



Verizon and other cable companies want to keep you as a customer. They 
recognize that many people are cutting the cord, but they want to keep you as an 
Internet customer. After all, they make money by selling Internet connection 
services.  

Verizon offers 200/200 Mb per second Internet speeds for $50 per month, 
400/400 for $70 per month, and basic gigabit service for $99 per month.  

I haven't seen any buffering or slowing down when using 200/200 plan so I didn't 
see any need to increase the Internet speed. I suspect when you sometimes go 
above your max, Verizon permits that without any additional charge. 

It seems there are additional costs if you want more channels, particularly sports 
channels. The Verizon sites are confusing. I assume Comcast is similar. 

VERIZON INTERNET COSTS



To help retain you as a customer Verizon has a new Mix and Match service where 
you can get standalone Internet. Pricing is very transparent, and the contract is 
month-to-month. My total monthly bill will be $70, before some minimal fees and 
taxes, consisting of $50 (probably rising soon) for Internet and $20 for a landline 
phone. 
Verizon offers a $10 per month discount if you will accept Internet billing (no 
paper) and another $10 per month discount if you agree to automatic payment 
through your bank account (but not through a credit card).  
The result was I canceled my Verizon TV service and took the set top boxes and 
power cords to UPS to be sent to Verizon at no cost to me. Very simple.  
I tried YouTube.TV for a week before I canceled my Verizon TV service and was 
very satisfied with it. I already had Netflix and Amazon Prime Video, and went on 
the free trial for Disney+. Only $7 a month, but I’ve since canceled it because I 
don’t see the need for most of its movies.

VERIZON MIX AND MATCH, ETC.



NATIONAL & LOCAL CHANNELS WITHOUT CABLE  TV

There are several services you can subscribe to which replace the cable 
companies and permit you to access national and local TV channels thru the 
Internet. The content you get with cable-replacement services varies, especially 
local channels, so you should go to each company’s website, plug in your ZIP 
code, and see which TV channels are available in your area.  
All the cable-replacement services offer some type of free trial period so you can 
try them before you buy. Use the trial period while still keeping the cable 
connection. Because most require a credit card number, you’ll have to keep track 
of when the trial period ends and cancel if you don’t want to continue the service. 



NATIONAL & LOCAL CHANNELS WITHOUT CABLE  TV
YouTube TV lets you watch live streaming TV from more than 70 networks, including ABC, 
CBS, FOX, NBC, PBS, ESPN, all major local, and local sports. You can have up to 6 
accounts. It also has a cloud DVR with no storage limits. 1-month free trial. $65 per month. 
I know several people who use YouTubeTV (including me) and they are very pleased with it. 
YouTube TV offers a number of premium add-on channels. bit.ly/2Z7KKXi. 
Hulu's Live TV option ($55 - $60) hulu.tv/3i5kTXq. to Hulu's video service allows you to 
obtain local channels. Hulu offers several channel options based on your physical location, 
with add-ons that include an enhanced Cloud DVR, premium entertainment channels, and 
international television. Hulu is available on most devices, but not all. Strange? No. Deals 
have to be worked out. Varying free trial periods. 
fuboTV is another live TV streaming service. The main focus is sports (not ESPN), but there 
is a mix of live and on-demand channels from broadcast networks (CBS, Fox, and NBC in 
most markets). $65 (112 channels) - $85 (194 channels) per month. The service does 
include a lot of on-demand movies that you can watch for free, but there is no option to 
rent newer movies. 7-day free trial.

http://youtube.tv
https://bit.ly/2Z7KKXi.
https://www.hulu.com/welcome
https://hulu.tv/3i5kTXq
https://www.fubo.tv/welcome
http://youtube.tv
https://bit.ly/2Z7KKXi.
https://www.hulu.com/welcome
https://hulu.tv/3i5kTXq
https://www.fubo.tv/welcome


NATIONAL & LOCAL CHANNELS WITHOUT CABLE  TV
Sling TV streams to many devices. Seem very customizable and also very confusing. $30 
- $45 per month. 50+ channels including many local TV channels. Local are available on 
one plan, but not the other.  The same is true for Disney and ESPN. Sling TV offers add-
ons for sports, kids, news, and more. bit.ly/3jSdw5Z. 
T-Mobile TVision Home offers 154 channels, local broadcasts, sports (including ESPN), 
and 35,000 On Demand titles (included in monthly cost?). $90 per month. Pricey, but no 
fees. t-mo.co/354YpCg. 
AT&T TV Now (formerly DirecTV Now) offers live and on-demand TV, sports, and other 
channels. $65 per month for basic service (45+ Channels, including HBO) with another 6 
packages up to $145 (125 channels). Questionable free trial for basic. Probably the most 
expensive service. There’s also AT&T TV, but you need to rent or buy an Android-based 
set-top box provided by AT&T. $50 per month first year; $93 per month thereafter.Very 
confusing. bit.ly/2GoHEHM. 

https://bit.ly/2WjY3mF
https://bit.ly/3jSdw5Z.
https://www.t-mobile.com/tvision
https://t-mo.co/354YpCg.
https://bit.ly/3dloZYE
https://cdn.directv.com/content/dam/dtv/gmott/html/dynamic_channels/att-tv/compare-packages-account.html
https://bit.ly/2GoHEHM.
https://bit.ly/2WjY3mF
https://bit.ly/3jSdw5Z.
https://www.t-mobile.com/tvision
https://t-mo.co/354YpCg.
https://bit.ly/3dloZYE
https://cdn.directv.com/content/dam/dtv/gmott/html/dynamic_channels/att-tv/compare-packages-account.html
https://bit.ly/2GoHEHM.


WHAT STREAMING SERVICES SHOULD YOU GET?
You have three choices - (1) a paid subscription where all free and no ads (maybe); (2) a 
free service, but with ads; and (3) a mixed service where somethings are free. 
The major streaming services are Netflix, Hulu, Amazon Prime, HBO Now, and Disney+. 
They offer thousands of titles, including recent movies, recent TV releases, and original 
series. You pay a month fee for these services, but not everything is free. 
You can also stream movies for “free” from services that are supported by ads which 
can run before and/or during playback, but they can’t be skipped. Recently released 
movies will be rare. Consumer Reports indicates that the best bets among these 
services may be Kanopy, Pluto TV, Crackle, Tubi TV, Vudu, and Xumo. Some of these 
offer an ad-free version for a monthly fee. 
There are more than 200 streaming services. (2017 list). For detailed information about 
many of these services, you can also go to 32 Streaming Services & Alternatives to 
Cable TV. (2020), The Best Streaming Services in 2020, and Consumer Reports’ Guide to 
Free Streaming Video Services. YOU CAN GO BANANAS PICKING THESE SERVICES. 
WHILE YOU’RE STILL ON CABLE, USE THE FREE TRIAL OPTIONS TO SEE IF YOU LIKE 
PARTICULAR STREAMING SERVICES. 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/talkingtech/2017/11/09/netflix-amazon-and-hulu-remain-top-3-subscription-streaming-services-hbo-moves-up/847440001/
https://cordcuttingreport.com/streaming-services/
https://cordcuttingreport.com/streaming-services/
https://bit.ly/3fjOGuF
https://bit.ly/3ftbmIC
https://bit.ly/3ftbmIC
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/talkingtech/2017/11/09/netflix-amazon-and-hulu-remain-top-3-subscription-streaming-services-hbo-moves-up/847440001/
https://cordcuttingreport.com/streaming-services/
https://cordcuttingreport.com/streaming-services/
https://bit.ly/3fjOGuF
https://bit.ly/3ftbmIC
https://bit.ly/3ftbmIC


Netflix is the most used and best streaming service. Netflix provides unlimited 
streaming of TV shows, movies, and original programming. Titles come and go 
frequently. Its lowest price point is $9 per month; its highest is $16. Major differences 
are the number of screens you can watch simultaneously and Ultra HD. 
Amazon Prime Video is included with Amazon Prime, but is available separately at $13 
per month ($119 if pay for a year). It has 20,000 movies, 1,600 TV shows, and original 
programming; also numerous classic movies no longer available on Netflix at $3 or $4. 
The service also offers unlimited access to an extensive collection from HBO's back 
catalog of classics such as The Sopranos and The Wire. Use instead of Netflix? 

 THE TOP 5 STREAMING SERVICES 

https://www.tomsguide.com/news/netflix
https://amzn.to/2WxR9sv
https://www.tomsguide.com/news/netflix
https://amzn.to/2WxR9sv


Hulu at $6 per month is an ad-supported (tho less than cable) streamer with a 
great selection of current TV shows, access to most major network shows (aside 
from CBS' programs) and a handful of cable shows the day after they air, and 
original programming (including joint venture with the BBC). For $13, you get 
Disney+ and ESPN+ (Still ad-supported). 
HBO NOW has more than 250 original documentaries and best TV series, such as 
Sex and the City and Game of Thrones. Less than 1,000 titles. $15 per month. It’s 
included in ATT TV Now which starts at $50 per month. 
Disney+ is poised to be one of the best deals in streaming. It has a huge catalog of 
movies and TV series, including Disney, Pixar, Marvel, Star Wars, National 
Geographic, and exclusive originals. The cost is only $7 per month. 7-day free trial. 

 THE TOP 5 STREAMING SERVICES 

https://www.hulu.com/welcome
https://bit.ly/3fpJVQ0
https://disneyplus.bn5x.net/c/375358/692369/9358?subId1=ccrg
https://www.hulu.com/welcome
https://bit.ly/3fpJVQ0
https://disneyplus.bn5x.net/c/375358/692369/9358?subId1=ccrg


Apple TV+ has limited content because the service just launched with 9 new 
originals and Apple lacks a robust catalog of shows. $5 per month with 7-day free 
trial. 
The Criterion Channel is the best for classic and foreign films (1,600). Many 
supplemental features. Very few recent films. No TV shows. 14-day free trial. $11 
per month; $100 per year. 
Fawesome.tv is a newer ad-supported free streaming service that offers more than 
10,000 movies and series. What is interesting, but weird, is that it is only available 
on Amazon Fire TV, Apple TV, and Roku streaming players, some LG smart TVs, 
Windows computers (requires an app), and on mobile devices. Why not all smart 
TVs? 
IMDb TV is Amazon’s free, ad-supported streaming service, powered by the IMDb 
movie and TV show database. It focuses on older movies and TV shows. It has 
recently signed deals with studios such as MGM, Sony Pictures Entertainment, and 
Warner Bros. You can watch IMDb TV via the  IMDb website as well as on various 
devices or through Amazon Prime Video. 

OTHER STREAMING SERVICES

https://apple.co/2WwSsZ1
https://bit.ly/2SDZJ8f
https://fawesome.tv/
https://www.imdb.com/tv/
https://apple.co/2WwSsZ1
https://bit.ly/2SDZJ8f
https://fawesome.tv/
https://www.imdb.com/tv/


Kanopy doesn’t show ads.  You’ll need a membership at a participating library, 
university, or other learning institution to use the service.  it has a catalog of 30,000 
films from sources including the Criterion Collection, the Great Courses, New Day 
Films, and PBS. If you access Kanopy through a library membership, you may be 
able to watch a limited number of titles per month. Looks terrific. Hoopla is similar. 
Philo offers live and on-demand TV, over 50 channels, unlimited recording. $20 per 
month. Ad-supported. There are only two channel packages. Philo doesn't have local 
channels. The channel lineup is also relatively light in terms of news and sports, 
although both of the subscription plans do include BBC World News and the 
Cheddar financial news network. 2-week free trial. 

OTHER STREAMING SERVICES

https://www.kanopy.com/
https://tv.hoopla.net/
https://try.philo.com/
https://www.kanopy.com/
https://tv.hoopla.net/
https://try.philo.com/


Plex has its an ad-supported free streaming service, with thousands of free movies, 
TV shows, extreme sports films, music documentaries, Bollywood musicals, and 
more. Plex is available on many devices, including Android and iOs devices, Android 
TVs, Amazon Fire TV, Apple TV, Chromecast, and Roku streaming players, and Xbox 
and PlayStation game systems. Other TVs? Other smart TV? 
Pluto TV offers free live and on-demand movies,TV shows, broadcast news stations, 
comedy shows, sports events, etc. More than 250 live TV channels.  Ads. No search 
function, but easy to browse. 
Roku Channel. Very extensive. Very confusing. If you have a Roku streaming media 
player or a Roku TV, you’ve been able to watch free shows and movies via the 
company’s free, ad-supported streaming channel, The Roku Channel. The Roku 
Channel will provide access to other content providers, including ABC, the CW, Fox, 
and streaming services such as Crackle, Pluto TV, and Tubi TV. 
You can also access the programming from various devices. In addition, there is a 
Roku Channel app on Samsung smart TVs by going to therokuchannel.com to log in 
or create a Roku account to start streaming. 

OTHER STREAMING SERVICES

https://www.plex.tv/
https://pluto.tv
https://bit.ly/35IMyb7
https://www.consumerreports.org/streaming-media-devices/best-4k-streaming-media-devices/
https://www.consumerreports.org/streaming-media-devices/best-4k-streaming-media-devices/
https://www.consumerreports.org/streaming-media-players-services/roku-tvs-make-it-easier-to-use-a-tv-antenna/
https://therokuchannel.roku.com/
https://www.plex.tv/
https://pluto.tv
https://bit.ly/35IMyb7
https://www.consumerreports.org/streaming-media-devices/best-4k-streaming-media-devices/
https://www.consumerreports.org/streaming-media-devices/best-4k-streaming-media-devices/
https://www.consumerreports.org/streaming-media-players-services/roku-tvs-make-it-easier-to-use-a-tv-antenna/
https://therokuchannel.roku.com/


SnagFilms offered ad-supported programming that’s outside the mainstream, more than 
5,000 on-demand movies, TV show episodes, documentaries, and original comedy shorts. 
You could have accessed the service via a computer; smartphone and tablet; Amazon 
Fire TV, Apple TV, Google Chromecast, and Roku streaming players; and PlayStation and 
Xbox game consoles. SnagFilms started in 2008, was very well regarded, but is closing 
down by the end of May, 2020. 
Crackle. Best place to watch free movies online because it's owned by Sony Pictures, 
meaning that they have hundreds of full-length, free movies. Looks good. 
Tubi TV is an ad-supported service which has more than 20,000 titles, including selections 
from the libraries of Lionsgate, MGM, Paramount Pictures, Starz Digital, and Warner Bros. 
It is available for free on Android, iOS, Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, Xfinity X1, Xbox, 
Samsung Smart TVs, Sony Smart TVs, PlayStation and the web. You don’t have to register 
for Tubi TV, but if you do you get some perks, such as being able to resume play from 
where you left off and keep track of what you’ve watched. 
Peacock (NBC) launched in April 2020. 
HBO Max from WarnerMedia will launch on May 27,2020. Will stream all of HBO, along 
with new Max Originals and TV series and movies from WarnerMedia’s characters and 
brands. $15 per month. No free trials yet.

OTHER STREAMING SERVICES

https://www.crackle.com/
https://bit.ly/2YLbCgy
https://www.peacocktv.com/
https://www.hbomax.com/
https://www.crackle.com/
https://bit.ly/2YLbCgy
https://www.peacocktv.com/
https://www.hbomax.com/


MY SUGGESTIONS
The following suggestions are based upon my readings and discussions, although I 
have tried some of them: 

Monthly Cost 
Cable replacement:  

YouTube TV                                  $50 
Streaming services:  

Netflix                                            13   
Amazon Prime                                0 - 13                                          
Pluto                                                0 
Crackle                                            0 
Tubi                                                  0 
             Total Monthly Cost                                $63 - $76



CONCLUSIONS
You really have to play around with the many channels and try to understand 
them. Remember that the free channels are ad supported so you have to be 
satisfied with interruptions for ads, just like you do with regular TV. You can 
normally rent movies for $3-$4 per movie. A lot cheaper than at a theater, but 
you don’t go to the movies every night. 
Almost all the channels are month-to-month so it's easy to make adjustments 
as time goes along.  
It is a bit of an adjustment going from just choosing channels with the Verizon 
remote to using the Roku remote. It's very much similar to using a computer; 
you have to get used to the system and learn something about the system 
and the various streaming services. But it's doable and the more computer 
experience you have, the easier it is to make the adjustment.  

THE FINAL CONCLUSION. I have used Internet TV for about two weeks, am 
very satisfied, and am saving about $100 per month. Why didn’t I do it before?


